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fit for the
Runway

five complete looks that will 
take you from take off to 
landing and make traveling 
a little more fun

linen cable-knit sweater
jcrew.com

$79.50

metallic reva ballet flat
toryburch.com

$195.00

studio legacy 
leather backpack
coach.com
$258

alex and ani bangles
alexandani.com
$25 each

colored denim short
jcrew.com
$79.50

ATLANTA
a light sweater and cut offs are a must for 
the south! Flats are always a good choice if 
you’re moving fast, and this Coach backpack 
will fit all of your necessities without weigh-
ing you down. Don’t let your busy itenerary 
slow down your love for accessories; slip on 
a few bangles and you’re ready to board. 

self-stripe dress
topshop.com
$58

cecilia high-heel buckle san-
dals (in burnished sand)
jcrew.com
$198

silk scarf
burberry.com
$300

mini margot crossbody
dooneyandbourke.com
$130 PARIS

for the couture girl, a pastel 
dress and nude heels are 
perfect for a polished look. 
Of course, you’ll already 
be handling your carry on, 
so this Dooney is just light 
enough to stay out of your 
way. Add a silk scarf and 
your favorite pearl earrings, 
and all you’re missing is a 
baguette and a bike!

majorica 10mm pearl 
earrings
nordstrom.com
$115
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helmut lang mid-rise 
skinny jeans
theoutnet.com
$215

herero leather jacket
allsaints.com
$495

clu sub-jersey top
theoutnet.com
$105

michael kors 
gossford lace 
up shoes
cusp.com
$195

stella mccartney 
perforated patent 
leather hobo bag
theoutnet.com
$1,075

NEW YORK 
CITY
for this city, think neutrals. Pair a 
loose beige top with black jeggings for 
an effortlessly cool look. Grab a bold 
leather jacket just in case the airport’s 
chilly, and don’t forget a pair of funky 
neautral colored shoes. You can never 
go wrong with gold accents, such as 
the ones in this lovely Stella Mccart-
ney, another must have for this outfit, 
fit for the Big Apple.

stori blouson tank 
maxi dress
aliceandolivia.com
$550

mini savannah hobo
rebeccaminkoff.com
$495

even angel platforms
freepeople.com
$98

gilded silver acorn and 
oak leaf peral necklace
jandcmartin.com
£99.00

MALIBU
the West Coaster always puts an earthy 
spin on every outfit. Think browns, long 
skirts and fringe - like shown here in a 
Rebecca Minkoff bag, Alice and Olivia 
dress and Free People platorms. Add a 
pendant necklace for the ulitmate boho 
look and head out - California calls.

two-tone silk 
jumpsuit
tibi.com
$320

ablaze super 
high wedge
asos.com
$109

arletta chain handle 
small bag
reiss.com
$130

BUENOS AIRES
why not try some colorblocking if 
you’re headed to the fashion capital 
of Latin America? This bright jump-
suit is daring and sophisticated. Add 
a feminine touch with floral wedges 
and a structured cream bag. Stick 
with gold jewelry for this outfit, and 
focus on bracelets and rings.

alexis bittar 
liquid gold cuff
nordstrom.com
$260

elizabeth and james 
thorn stacking ring
nordstrom.com
$110
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Designer in the

Black River graduate Alexandra Kiss studies 
fashion at Parsons the New School for Design

She sat across from me, curled up 
on a   love seat wearing light wash jeans, a graphic tee, and 
Vans, ready to answer my questions. Before we sat down, 
we’d spent some time making cupcakes and talking about 
colleges, fashion, and New York City in the kitchen at her 
home. Occasionally, she’d pull up a website on her laptop to 
show me some of her current favorite items (lovely Dieppa 
Restrepo oxfords in bright colors) or designers she particu-
larly likes. I looked up from the clean page of my notebook 
and, pen in hand, asked her the question most college design 
students will answer at one point or another: “how did you 

the process of designing a piece of 
clothing: as explained by Alex Kiss
1. brainstorm
2. design
3. texture choices
4. critiques with the class
....and repeat about every three of four 
weeks for class

^ Alex on a trip in Southern Tuscany

M a k i n g
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Designer in the

clothes.” The Fashion Institute of Technology, Parson’s competition, is known for the opposite; hence the “technol-
ogy” in their name. FIT focusses on the construction of apparel (textures, fabrics, sewing techniques) while Parsons 
stresses the design aspect. While Alex loves the design education she’s getting, she tells me that “you need to know 
how to actually make the clothes.” Aside from this, she comments on the school’s expectation for their students to 
be independent. “Classes require a lot of outside work...you can’t expect to be spoon-fed,” she tells me. When I ask 
her about her dream job, it’s clear she has a good idea of what she wants to do. “I want to work for myself and create 
my own designs, but I need to work more in the industry first.” As with any other industry, design students like Alex 
must start low and climb the ladder to success.
 I’m dying to get a list of her favorite designers, so I ask about the companies that inspire her with their de-
signs. She tells me she “respects a lot of designers,” but a few of her top picks are Yohji Yamamoto, Hussein Chalayan, 
and Comme des Garcons. She likes them because they’re different and interesting; their uniqueness appeals to her. 
We chat some more about designers and Alex shows me a video campaign for Lanvin in which the models dance 
in Lanvin clothes to Pitbull’s “I know You Want Me” (Fall/Winter 2011-2012; I highly recommend it as it shows the 
absolute creativity used by designers in their advertisements). To end the interview, I ask her what advice she’d give 
to student pursuing fashion design. She answers with “I stress the importance of working outside the school. I’ve 
learned so much from internships that have taught me so much, even things about myself.” Research on your own 
time, she continues, is also extremely important. Being knowledgable and educated on every aspect of the fashion 
industry is impressive and will be helpful when applying for jobs and internships. Whatever Alex chooses to do, I’m 
sure she’ll be successful and I can’t wait to see her future designs!

get started in fashion?” Alex doesn’t hesitate. “I like the 
idea of carrying around art with you. It’s on your body all 
the time,” she tells me. Many think of clothes as simply 
a social necessity - you can’t walk around naked - but as 
Alex explains, what you chose to put on your body is a 
way of expressing yourself. Just as painting, sculpture, and 
photography are forms of art, so is fashion.
 I then asked her how she felt about Parsons the 
New School for Design, where she’s currently studying. 
She smiles, thinking of her home in New York City. She 
tells me she likes it but explains that “Parsons focusses 
more on design than the actual construction of the

Founded in 1896, Parsons the New School for 
Design boasts an impressive list of famous fashion alumni, 
including Alexander Wang, Marc Jacobs, Donna Karen, 
and Tom Ford. photo credit the-ark.org
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versatility
from clubby to classy
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< sequins and edgy 
zippers create a 
distinctive silhouette 
perfect for a rave or 
the club
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^ for a casual, comfy look, pair faded jeans with a light cable-knit and a thick belt.
^> fold over the tops of your favorite ankle boots for an extra effortless look.
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< if you’re going for a classy 
look, choose a top with 
a pretty collar that nicely 
frames your face.
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< black and white are always 
promising for a classic look. Pair 
a pure white top with bold black 
pants. To play the outfit down, add 
a small crossbody satchel.
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years of
fashion
200

1812

Charles 
Frederick 
Worth, 
the “king 
of fashion 
designers,” 
is born.

1825

full length, 
intricately 

detailed 
gowns are 

popular for 
women.

celebrating two generations of the internationally 
successful fashion industry

1854

Frenchman Louis Vuitton opens a business 
making canvas trunks. The line would soon 
expand to sell many styles of bags as well as 
clothing, shoes, and jewelry.

1856
Burberry is founded by Thomas Burberry, 
who opens his first store in England and 
offers men’s outdoor attire. The brand 
would soon be known for its classic check 
pattern and iconic trench coat.

1909
Gabrielle Chanel 
founds House of 
Chanel in Paris 
where she designs 
and makes fashion-
able hats for wealthy 
customers. Her 
business would soon 
be famous for
Chanel’s simplistic 
and elegant suits 
and dresses.

1818
Henry Sands Brooks 
founds what will be 
known as Brooks 
Brothers, an iconic 
American brand, in 
Manhattan, New York.

1832
Walter Hunt 

invents the first 
American lock-

stitch sewing 
machine.

1896
Parsons the New School for Design 

is founded in New York City as a 
small art school. It would become 
one of the most respected fashion 

design schools in the world.

Rhode Island 
School of Design 
is founded in 
Providence, RI.

1877

1858
Macy’s, one of  
the world’s larg-
est department 
stores, is founded 
in Massachusetts.

1837
Hermès is 
founded by 
Thierry Her-
mès in Paris.

1890

1913
Prada is founded 
by Mario Prada 
in Milan.

1881

swimwear is 
developed and 
gains popularity.

the Rational Dress Society is 
founded to protest the fashion 

trend of tight corsets, heavy skirts, 
and high heels in an effort to en-

courage comfortable fashion.

1863
the Victorian 
corset is a popular 
undergarment.
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1959
Valentino Garavani 
founds Valentino in 
Rome. 1967 the iconic American 

brand Polo Ralph 
Lauren opens its first 
store in New York 
City, selling men’s ties.

2008
Forbes magazine ranks Fifth 

Avenue, home to the stores of 
the most prestigous fashion 
brands, the most expensive 

street in the world.

1997
Diane Von Furstenberg 

introduces the infamous 
wrap dress to the fashion 

world for the first time 
ever.

1943
the first ever

Fashion Week 
is held in New 

York City.

1985
Dolce and Gabbana is founded 

by partners Domenico Dolce and 
Stefano Gabbana in Milan, Italy.

2004 Project Runway, 
a popular reality 
TV show starring 
aspiring design-
ers, airs its first 
episode.

1915

women’s skirts are no 
longer ankle length, 
but rather mid-calf for 
ease of movement in the 
workplace.

1925
fashion is char-

acterized by 
styles associated 

with the Roaring 
Twenties, such as 
the flapper dress 

shown in this 
photo worn 

by Zelda 
Fitzgerald, the 

“original flapper.”

1928
Elsa Shiaparelli launches 
one of the first sportwear 
lines, “Pour le Sport.” 
This opened the door 
for a growing demand of 
casual wear for the first 
time in fashion history.

1931
zippers have become 
commonly used in 
clothing.

1947
Christian Dior 
redefined couture 
with his very first 
women’s collec-
tion containing full 
skirts, tiny waist-
lines, and regal 
silhouettes.

1962
Yves Saint Laurent is 
founded by YSL and 
Pierre Bergé in Paris.

1971
Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel dies, 
leaving behind her fashion
influences of  costume jewelry 
and the “little black dress.”

bikinis become 
extremely popular 

after being used 
in the much-loved 

musical, “Beach 
Party.”

1963

1988
Anna Wintour, one of today’s 
most influential fashion icons, 
becomes Editor-In-Chief of 
American Vogue. 

2012
trends include reflections 
of classic designs from the 
past, such as high-waisted 
pants and bathing suits, 
feminine silhouettes, and 
bustier dresses.
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Boston & 
Providence

two cities in two days

The

From the East Coast to the 
rolling Tuscan hills, here are 
five places you’re going to 
need to add to your travel 
itenerary.

Top
FOUR
Picturesque
Destinations

 After returning from my 
trip out East, I can definitely say it was one of the best trips I have 
ever taken. From the food to the gardens to the beautiful archi-
tecture, Providenceand Boston are easily two of my new favorite
locations.
 I had a couple days to explore the area. Downtown 
Providence is beautiful and incredibly unique. It’s much hillier 
than I expected it to be, but in the weeks I was there I learned to 
navigate my way around by one major slope, known affectionately 
as College Hill. Brown is at the top, and Rhode Island School 
of Design (a prestigious art school in the area) is at the bottom. 
Downtown Providence is further off the hill, quaintly set past the 
river that separates the restaurants and shopping malls and Col-
lege Hill. Walking around, I kept reminding myself that some of 
the buildings I passed and the roads I walked on had been there 
since the birth of the United States; where I live, in Michigan, the 
area is much younger. So it was an experience in itself just to be 
standing in a city that was in existence when the country gained 
independence. Today, it still has a vibe of pride felt by anyone 
walking it’s streets.

 The next day, I took the train up to Boston, a place I have always 
dreamed of visiting. Upon arriving, I stepped out of the station and into 
the city. Instead of finding a map, or even figuring out exactly where I was, 
I started walking. There’s something thrilling about being in an unfamiliar 
place and not having to do anything but explore. I followed the street signs 
and read names of old brick buildings, snapping pictures the whole time. 
Finally, I figured it would be best to find out where I was (thank God for the 
maps application on my iPhone). After stopping for a lovely lunch at one of 
my favorite restaurants, P.F. Chang’s, I found myself in Boston’s giant garden, 
home of the famous swan boats. It was the ultimate people watching location.
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 After stopping for a lovely lunch at one of 
my favorite restaurants, P.F. Chang’s, I found myself 
in Boston’s giant garden, home of the famous 
swan boats. It was the ultimate people watching 
location. Like every big city, Boston’s streets are 
crowded with all sorts of different people who often 
trickle into the green, peaceful public garden. I saw 
everything here from lonely old men in tuxedos 
to young couples smiling beneath the shade of an 
oak tree. Finding my way over miniature bridges 
and around fountains and bird baths, I stumbled 
back out into the hustle and bustle of the city and 
continued to explore. I made a goal to photograph 
every doorway I saw, and ended up with a large 
collection of every type of door imaginable! There 
is something about entry ways that is so inviting; 
they make a lovely picture. 

<< a residential street lined with cars in the heart 
of Boston
^< Providence’s beautiful capital building
^ a quant street in Providence. This road led up 
what is nown as College Hill, where Brown Uni-
versity and Rhode Island School of Design
< a few or the doorways I captured in Boston
v one of Boston’s many massive hotels
v< a fountain in the Boston Public Garden
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^ the inside of an outdoor shopping 
mall in Rome
^> the famous Duomo, built in the 
early 1400s, is one of the most famous 
buildings in Florence
> the central area of Massa Marittima, 
a small medieval town built into the 
rocky hillside near our villa
v a shot of the villa I stayed in

After over 24 hours of traveling (two 
plane rides, a long layover, and a very wet ride in a 9 person van), my fellow 
travelers(some family friends) and I arrived at the beautiful villa we will be 
staying in for the next ten days. It took around two and a half hours to get 
from the airport in Rome to where the villa is, but the most exciting part 
was actually driving down the driveway of this villa. The road is very narrow, 
with winding turns and hills. The crazy drive, however, was well worth it. The 
villa is tucked into the Tuscan hillside, surrounded by grape vineyards. After 
unpacking, I decided to take a walk and explore the grounds.
 There is a beautiful square garden area and two rows of pergola 
type structures with giant pink and white flowers growing in tangles up the 
sides. Flower petals are scattered everywhere in the lawn. Next to the garden, 
one can stand by the tranquil wading pool and gaze at the panoramic view 
of mountains in the distance. Other houses are visible on the tops of rolling 
hills and the point where the horizon meets the mountains is an absolutely 
breathtaking scene. One of my favorite parts of the property is the last part of 
the incredibly long driveway; neatly trimmed trees line the road on each side. 
When driving through, it feels like you’re on your way to visit a castle.

 The first place we visited was Massa Marittima, a small me-
dieval town about a half hour away from our villa. Luckily, we were 
able to take a rental car and not the big van; driving up the curvy 
mountainside on a skinny road is difficult in itself. I was actually  
afraid to look out the window at the stunning view (we were up so 
high) because the edge of the road was literally a few feet from our 
car’s tires! I wish I had stopped to snap some pictures of the great 
view, but I think we were all a little frightened to get out of the car 
at all! When we arrived at the town, the first thing I noticed was the 
tall tower in the center. It was the nicest building in Massa Marit-
tima, and everything else was built around it. The five of us explored 
the streets and little alleyways, and noticed yet again that not much 
was open because it was early afternoon. This town felt so real to me, 
however. Before leaving, we stopped to buy some gelato, which is so 
much better than regular ice cream. They are very similar, but gelato 
typically has a richer, smoother flavor. Straight from the shop in 
Massa Marittima, my chocolate gelato was the best afternoon snack 
ever!
 The next day’s plan was Florence. We left around 9:30 and 
arrived around 11:30, with the help of our trusty GPS, even though 
she can’t quite pronounce the street names here in Italy. We planned 
to do some shopping, sight seeing, exploring, and of course, taking 
pictures. The drive into the city took at least a half an hour because 
it is so hard to find a parking spot anywhere. We drove over bridges, 
through slightly scary areas, and waited forever for people to move 
out of the road! Finally, we parked the car in a parking garage and 
began exploring the city.
 Everyone always says this when talking about their trip 
to Italy, but it is so true. The buildings in this country are so unlike 
anything any where else – their design, their structure, their age. It’s 
difficult to fathom how long the building you are looking at has been 
standing in that exact spot, and exactly how many people have stood 
where you are and done the same thing. It was totally mind blowing.



Tuscany
 We stopped to eat lunch at a restaurant near one of the 
popular center squares. We ordered pizza, pasta, and sparkling 
water and taking pictures of the meal was so much fun. There is 
something about Italian food that is incredibly picturesque, as 
you can see in the photos to the right! The rest of the afternoon 
consisted of shopping and sight seeing more old churches and 
buildings. They truly are so interesting, but after a few hours 
of pushing through crowds and squinting to see through the 

sunlight, we decided we’d better head home.
 As enjoyable as hanging around the villa and visiting nearby towns was, 
it was time to head to one of the most famous cities in the world - Rome. On 
our way to the hotel, I was looking out the window at the beautiful buildings as 
we entered the city. It became harder and harder to fathom how long everything 
around me had stood there. Arriving at the hotel, we found out the Spanish Steps, 
Colosseum, and the Fountain of Trevi was all within walking distance. After a 
nice lunch of pizza and another caprese salad, we decided to go for some shop-
ping and exploring. We saw the Colosseum from a distance, and even from there 
it was amazing. The structure has been standing since Ancient Roman times. 
Every street we wandered down was home to ancient buildings, classic Italian 
homes, and cafes. Many of these buildings were absolutely enormous with statues 
and intricate designs. It’s amazing to think that people, a thousand years ago, 
could build such big, strong structures without the technology and machines we 
have today. I couldn’t stop taking pictures of all this; Italy is truly overwhelming 
when you have a camera around your neck.

>> a row in 
the villa’s own 
vineyard
> the Piazza 
Venezia, built in 
the seventeenth 



Northern 
Michigan

Bay Harbor, Elk Rapids, 
Mackinac Island and more

 Every summer, my family and I 
take a vacation to a few of Northern Michigan’s beautiful boating 
ports. We pack our bags, climb aboard our boat, a fifty foot Chris-
Craft, and head north on Lake Michigan. Our first stop was Char-
levoix, where the water is so clean one can’t help but jump in the 
water for a swim. Grab the shampoo and conditioner; there’s no 
need for showers when you have a giant bath tub of some of the 
cleanest water on Earth right off the back of your boat. There was 
plenty of fishing to be done, too. Where I live, the lake is murky 
and brown. Up in Charlevoix, it’s a very different story. Part of the 
thrill is being able to see the fish swim up to your hook and, watch 
it….watch it, see it take a bite. We then headed to Bay Harbor, 
one of my favorite places in the world, and enjoyed the monstrous 
homes, delightful shopping and….more fishing! The night life on 
the docks was especially entertaining. The area is quite nice, as 
you can see from the photo on the next page, so people-watching 
is always interesting. From there we braved the 4 hour ride to 
Mackinac Island. We cruised under the bridge and watched as 
we passed the beautiful Grand Hotel (later that very night we 
just HAD to watch “Somewhere In Time”). We planned to bike 
around the island, visit the Fort and, of course, have dinner at the 
Woods restaurant on top of the island. 



It is the very best place to eat on Mackinac, especially for 
meat lovers – they specialize in venison and other question-
able meats – but if you’re a veggie person like me, the salads 
and appetizers are tasty. On our way to the next port, we 
passed directly under the Mackinac bridge. Looking up, you 
can see the cars and trucks drive right over your head on the 
26,000 foot bridge.
 Another port on our agenda was Elk Rapids. It was 
our first time visiting, but we were pleasantly surprised by the 
quaint peacefulness of the town. We visited a quiet farmer’s 
market and strolled along the main street. For breakfast 
once, we enjoyed delicious muffins and smooth coffee from 
a cafe just a few minutes away from the marina, where we 
were staying. My favorite part of the town, however, was the 
natural river , pictured below, that ran all the way out to Lake 
Michigan. It was so shallow and crystal clean, we couldn’t

resist getting in. Floating on our backs, we 
made our way to the big lake and spent the 
rest of the day on the beach.
 Northern Michigan is home to 
some of the most beautiful sights I’ve seen 
and captured with my camera. The water is 
clean, the streets peaceful and inviting, and 
the colors of everything blend together in a 
way that is truly breathtaking.

<<^ dawn breaks over Little 
Traverse Bay in Harbor 
Springs
<< families relax in the quiet 
river in Elk Rapids
< a neighboring boat and 
dogs next to our boat in 
Leland
^^< homes on a peninsula 
in Bay Harbor
^^ playing with stones on a 
beach on Mackinac Island
^ the Mackinac bridge



The rush of an engine, the bump as we hit the ground, the 
purr of the airplane bracing against the wind as it slowed. Though it was 
8 in the morning, as I looked out the window, it was obvious I had land-
ed in the city that never sleeps. I heard the whirr and piercing brakes as 
the bus pulled up to the curb. The man driving had clearly been up all 
night, escorting guests from the airport, a giant basket, collecting from 
all over the world, spitting them out into the city. The man had a gentle 
smile, a soft spot under the tough skin of the city. He took us into the gi-
ant churning pot of faces, sprawling oceans of bodies that waved in and 
out of side streets and through revolving doors. He was a magic man, a 
keeper of city secrets, leading the way through an unfamiliar land. The 
doors hissed open and we were released into Times Square, a labyrinth 
of people, a crazed orchard. Finally, we escaped the chaos and found 
ourselves in the surprisingly quiet lobby of our hotel. 

The next two days consisted of plays, 
eating apple slices from a Starbucks 
breakfast plate and getting lost in 
Central Park. We ventured into vin-
tage boutiques, expensive hotels and 
the land of all who are rich and flaw-
lessly made. Such beautiful people 
can only be found in the upper side of 
New York, and many of them like to 
gather in the nicest little nooks around 
the city; VIP clubs, runway shows, 
Barney’s. They glisten as they stomp 
around in Marc Jacobs and Chanel. 
They are the shiniest batch.

<<^ a fountain in Central Park
^^ a couple embraces new Times Square
^ Rockefeller Center lit up at night
<< a statue outside of Central Park
< tissue paper notes covered with the pub-
lic’s own wishes as part of an art exhibit 
titled “Hopes and Dreams.” My favorite wish 
read “to get rich and save the world.”
> John Lennon’s Straberry Fields Memorial 
in Central Park



New 
York 
City

a visit to the Big Apple

Then there was the naked cowboy, the scary people 
who try to sell you things, and Spongebob who 
stands on the corner of the street offering to take pic-
tures with you. The experience sprinkled seeds in my 
head, opened my eyes to every flavor of every aspect 
of a life. Walking along the streets, I saw a woman 
weighed down with Walgreens bags, her posses-
sions, and a few steps later, a man in Brooks Brothers 
babbling on his iphone, his limousine driver waiting 
close by.

A sour bite here, a sweet bite there.

Three days went by too fast. Boarding the plane, I 
could see, in the distance, a glow of electronic bill-
boards. I took my seat and gazed out my window, 
wondering where the magic bus man was driving or 
who was wandering around Central Park, looking for 
the way out. The airplane moved underneath me and 
I secured the seat belt over my I LOVE NEW YORK 
sweat pants (I couldn’t resist buying a pair).

We took flight and I watched as we glided away. I felt the big city 
vibe begin to slide off my shoulders, but I smiled and continued 
to munch on a very delicious apple, enjoying every bite, right 
down to the core.
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